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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Overview of the Project:

• The project proposes the construction of a footbridge from the car park within the

Tallaght campus of TU Dublin to Airton Close. The footbridge crosses a tributary of the

Tymon River and connects the main campus with ancillary university office

accommodation at 1 Airton Close.

• An ESB duct is required for a cable diversion, along with minor road works to Airton

Close as requested by the Roads Department.

• The topography of the site is generally level however there is a difference of c.750mm

between the northern and southern banks of the stream. It is proposed to construct the

bridge with a 1 in 25 gradient to address the level difference. Some minor adjustment

of levels will be required within the boundary of the university campus to facilitate this

gradient and ensure universal access for all users.

• The main site restrictions are as follows: -

a. The existing live university campus and car park which will limit location of

contractor’s compound and approach to phasing.

b. Existing industrial/business units on Airton Close requiring unhindered access to

all premises.

c. Existing live sub-station on the northern bank with underground cables within the

confines of the construction site.

d. Existing foul sewer which traverses the stream within the confines of the

construction site.

e. Town centre location therefore normal restrictions apply to construction traffic.

Construction entrance is proposed off Belgard Road (Ri 13) which is a dual-lane

carriageway and c.18.Om wide.

t Alternative site access is via Airton Road and Airton Close which is a cul-de-sac.

Airton Close is c.6.Om wide.
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Scope of Construction Works:

The main features of the proposed Project include:

• Installation of new pedestrian footbridge at Airton Close TU Campus Tallaght Co

Dublin.

• Installation of ESB Ducting as per construction layout drawings- See Construction

Drawings.

• Works will also include the construction of Access and Egress ramps for Footbridge

including ramps.

• Installing railings for security of pedestrians on footbridge.

• Upgrading access to the site from the [2005 Kerdiffstown Road required for the

Remediation Phase, with provision of footpath, ramps to ensure the safety of all users

during Remediation Phase.

Description of the Construction (Disturbance) Footprint:

• The proposed development consists of a new gated footbridge from car park of the

university campus to Airton Close at TU Dublin — Tallaght and Airton Close, Dublin 24.

• The proposed development site is located at TM grid ref 709072, 728128,

• It is proposed to fabricate, supply, and install new pedestrian footbridge and gate to

design indicated in planning application Reg. Ref. SD21A/0104.

• [ow level landscape and trees to be planted either side of footbridge is proposed.

Existing trees will be retained where possible.

• Surface water During the construction phase of the proposed development, surface

water is to be collected via existing road gullies in the car park.

• These gullies discharge to the River Poddle. During the operational phase of the

proposed development, the construction of the footbridge will include the installation of

150mm ACO drains along the footbridge which will discharge to the River Poddle.
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Impacts of the Proposed Project

Air Quality and Dust

Dust emissions from a site can cause a nuisance for neighbours and contribute to air pollution.

The principal activities that have the potential to result in fugitive emissions of dust from site

construction works are considered to be excavations, earthworks and the movement of site

traffic on paved and unpaved roadways. Dust can be spread onto the public highway and along

public access paths by vehicles entering and exiting the site.

THM develop a best practice management scheme for the control of dust on site; the elements

which may be adapted are outlined below. Issue Control Measure.
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Issue Control Measures

Site planning • Erect solid barriers to site boundary

• No bonfires to be present on site

• Plan site layout - machinery and dust causing activities

should be located away from sensitive receptors

• All site personnel to be fully trained

• Trained and responsible manager on site during working

times to maintain logbook and carry out site inspections

• Hard surface site haul routes

Construction traffic • The main site for construction access will be off Belgard Road,

which provides the greatest accessibility onto the strategic

highway network whilst minimising the impact on local

receptors.

• All vehicles to switch off engines - no idling vehicles

• All vehicles leaving the site will be subjected to a wheel

washing and vehicle cleaning procedure that will limit the

carriage of mud and dust from the site accumulating on off-site

roads.

• Materials deliveries report to site office and unload within

materials storage area.

• All loads entering and leaving site to be covered

• All site roads will be swept and sprayed with water in

prolonged spells of dry weather to prevent dust causing a

nuisance off site No site runoff of water or mud

• Minimise movement of construction traffic around site

• Hard surfacing and effective cleaning of haul routes and

appropriate speed limit around site

• Site construction vehicles will be retained on site during the

construction period. To minimise noise and emissions, all

construction machinery will be switched off when not in use and

speed limits imposed on internal roads and across the site.

Earth moving works • Earthworks and stockpiles will be sited and managed to avoid

adverse effects from dust and to prevent damage to underlying

soil

• Minimise dust generating activities

• Use water as dust suppressant where applicable
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• Cover, seed or fence stockpiles to prevent wind whipping

Re-vegetate earthworks and exposed areas

Noise and Vibration

THM shall at all times apply the principles of Best Practicable Means and carry out all work in

such a manner as to reduce any disturbance from noise and vibration to a minimum, Site

opening hours will typically be 07:00-1 8:00 Monday to Friday, 07:00-1 7:30 Saturday, no work

on Sundays and public holidays.

General Construction Noise

THM shall ensure that all plant has appropriate certification to indicate that it conforms to

regulatory limits (where applicable). Generators and other potentially noisy plant will be located

away as far from properties as is practical. Noisy plant will be screened as appropriate to

prevent nuisance. All appropriate equipment will be fitted with silencers where possible.

Vehicle noise

Vehicles and plant used during construction will be maintained in good and efficient working

order. When not in use machinery is to be switched off and not left running. Site vehicles will

not be overrevved. All machinery will be properly maintained and silenced according to

manufacturer’s instructions. Acoustic covers will be fitted to appropriate machinery. All vehicles

to observe set speed limits on site and local roads. Toolbox talks will be communicated to site

staff and contractors so that they are fully informed of noise and vibration control. Mitigation

measures if required will be in accordance with BS5228: Parts 1 and 2.
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Ecology. Contaminated Lands

The presence of any significant previously unidentified contamination which becomes evident

during the development of the site shall be brought to the immediate attention of the Client and

where necessary the appropriate statutory authority, and works in connection with the

unsuspected contamination shall cease until such time as a remediation scheme has been

submitted to and approved in writing by Council/Department of the Environment, Climate and

Communications. The agreed remediation measures shall then be implemented in their

entirety and retained and maintained thereafter in accordance with the planning consent for

the site.

Ecology

The proposed development consists of a new gated footbridge from car park of the university

campus to Airton Close. It is proposed to fabricate, supply and install a new pedestrian

footbridge and gates to the design indicated in planning application Ref. SD21A/0104. Low

level landscape and trees are to be planted either side of footbridge. Existing trees will be

retained where possible. During the construction phase of the proposed development, surface

water is to be collected via existing road gullies in the car park. These gullies discharge to the

River Poddle. During the operational phase of the proposed development, the construction of

the footbridge will include the installation of 150mm ACO drains along the footbridge which will

discharge to the River Poddle. Given the nature of the proposed development, it will not

generate foul water. Following an examination, analysis, and evaluation of the best available

information, and applying the precautionary principle, it can be concluded that the possibility

of any significant effects on any European sites, whether arising from the project alone or in

combination with other plans and projects, can be excluded. In reaching this conclusion, the

nature of the project and its potential relationship with all European sites within the zone of

influence, and their conservation objectives, have been fully considered.

Waste

The construction of the development will lead to the generation of waste. The key to minimising

the production of waste is to implement the waste hierarchy of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, and

Dispose. Reducing the amount of materials used also has the effect of minimising use of

natural resources and reducing costs.
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THM shall implement a hierarchy of control measure and strictly adhere to same for duration

of this project. appropriate waste facilities will be used, and all waste will be segregated and

disposed of in appropriate waste skips on site — General Waste, Recycling, Tar & Cement.

• Clearly identify all wastes that are likely to be produced during construction and classify them

as ‘controlled’ (‘general’) or hazardous wastes

• Minimise the waste generated

• Reuse or recycle wherever possible

• Collect, separate, store and contain securely and label all wastes

• Allocate responsibility for waste management on site

• Employ suitable licensed waste contractor(s) and audit their licence(s); and

• Monitor and periodically audit the waste management scheme and activities.

Traffic Management

THM shall prepare and implement a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) outlining procedures to

follow and prescribed routes when working on the site. The TMP shall incorporate any

restrictions imposed by the planning consents, Highways Authorities and/or the Garda

Siochana. The TMP will include specific routeing for construction traffic to the site via Belgard

Road and restrictions on construction hours. The TMP shall be circulated to all parties who are

employed or have a legitimate interest in the works.

THM shall ensure that Construction Traffic Routeing Signs are erected prior to works

commencing, and that these are maintained in good and clean condition throughout the

duration of the works

Energy Strategy & Sustainability

THM will be pro-active to implement measures to address the procurement of materials, the

environmental impact of materials and the sourcing of materials.

• Timing of Works: Provide a description of both the total duration of the works and the

time of year they will occur. The latter would include consideration of expected climate

during this time (e.g., anticipated rainfall / speeds); we envisage there to be no delays

due to adverse weather conditions and anticipate that all works will be completed as

per Project Programme.
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Works are planned to commence 13th June 2022 and will be completed by Aug 3?t

2022— Please see programme of works for project.

Site Plan: The project site plan would clearly show the full extent of the proposed works

area of the construction project. This would typically include a map with the full

construction boundary and disturbance footprint marked clearly over a current aerial

photograph (i.e., including all construction activities, associated laydown areas etc.). It

would also include site specific information, for example the location of any important

waterways or adjacent vegetation to be protected, national heritage listed areas, or the

location of sediment and erosion traps.

Include project Maps and layouts here of the works.
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2. PROJECT ROLES. RESPONSIBILITIES AND CONTACTS

2.1.1 Contract Prolect Manager

The Contractor’s Project Manager for the Works reports directly to the Contractor. S/he is

responsible for:

(a) Liaison with Client Project Manager and other authorised Client Agent and Experts.

(b) The implementation of the Construction Environmental Management Plan.

(c) Management of the overall Project Programme.

(d) Co-ordinating the construction teams/contractors.

(e) Implementing the Contractor’s Health and Safety Plan.

(f) Liaison with the client representative staff.

(g) Production of construction programmes; and

(h) Maintaining a project diary.

(i) Attendance at project management meetings as the contractors main representative on

site.

(j) Completion of reports on project progress and submission to the client ongoing at agreed

intervals.

2.1.2 QA Manager

The Contractor’s QA Manager for the Works reports to the Project Manager. S/he is

responsible for:

(a) The implementation of the Construction Environmental Management Plan.

(b) Management of quality issues relating to the project.

(c) Ensuring training, competence and awareness compliance of all personnel contract or

subcontractor employees while on site.

(d) Co-ordinating the construction teams.

(e) Performing ongoing quality audits during the works.

(f) Investigation of non-conformances and quality issues as they arise ensuring root cause,

correction and corrective action is timely enacted.

(g) Ensuring that method statements are in place.

(h) Implementing the Contractor’s Health and Safety Plan; and

(i) Liaison with the Client’s representative staff.
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2.1.3 Site Agent

The Contractor’s Site Agent reports to the Project Manager. S/he is responsible for:

(a) Implementing the Construction Environmental Management Plan.

(b) Management of the project, particularly in relation to the roadworks.

(c) Management of all plant and contractor and subcontractor activities relating to the

section of works for which he is responsible.

(d) Implementing the Contractor’s Health and Safety Plan.

(e) Liaison with the client representative staff.

(f) Production of construction programmes; and

(g) Maintaining a project diary.

2.1.4 Senior Engineers

The Contractor’s Senior Technical Engineers report to the Project Manager. They are

responsible for:

(a) Implementation of the Construction and Environmental Management Plan.

(b) Materials procurement.

Cc) Design of Temporary Works.

(d) Administration.

(e) Programming and planning.

(f) Implementing the Contractor’s Health and Safety Plan; and

(g) Maintaining a project diary.

2.1.5 Health and Safety Officer

The Contractor’s Health and Safety Officer for the Works is appointed by the Contractor

and reports to the Project Manager. They are responsible for:

(a) Carrying out duty of Health and Safety Coordinator as part of the contractor’s Project

Supervisor Construction Stage responsibilities.

(b) Safety induction of all staff and personnel on-site.

(c) Management of the contractor’s emergency response planning and drills.

(d) Investigating accidents, incidents and near misses on site.

(e) Implementing the Contractor’s Health and Safety Plan; and

(f) Auditing the Site Health and Safety and updating Plan as necessary.
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2.1.6 Environmental OfficerlEnpineer

The Environmental Officer is appointed by the Contractor and reports to the Project

Manager. S/he responsible for:

(a) Implementing the Environmental Requirements of the CEMP and updating it as

necessary.

(b) Management of all environmental aspects of the construction works.

(c) Liaison with the field biologists, ornithologists, archaeologists, and fisheries experts as

required.

(d) Ensuring there are effective waste management plans documented.

(e) Ensuring environmental method statements and risk assessments are completed and

effectively communicated to all relevant personnel.

(f) Ensuring all relevant mitigation measures are implemented as required.

(g) Ensuring all monitoring proposals are implemented as required.

(h) Reviewing monitoring results.

(i) Training of staff in all environmental issues.

(j) Provision of Toolbox talks to contractors as required.

(k) Carrying out regular Environmental Inspections of the site works ongoing.

(I) Liaison with the client representative staff.

(m) Auditing the construction works from an environmental viewpoint.

{n) Maintaining regular contact and liaison with environmental specialists.

(o) Producing update reports on environmental compliance.

(p) Reporting on any environmental non-conformances and ensuring there is effective root

cause analysis, correction, and corrective action.
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3. TRAINING, AWARENESS AND COMPETENCY

All personnel will have the mandatory required statutory training and inspection relevant to the

works undertaken by them during the project such as manual handling, Safe Pass, machine

tickets, etc.

In addition to the above, personnel will have project specific environmental training as follows:

• Pre-start client and main contractor kick off meeting.

• Pre-start main contractor and subcontractor meetings.

• Pre-start Environmental Inductions for all personnel coming on site.

• Emergency training and emergency drill practices for all personnel coming on site.

• Daily SafePlan of Action reviews.

• Environmental Toolbox Talks.

• EHS audit feedback to all parties on-site.

• Non-conformance response and feedback.

4. ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE RISK MANAGEMENT

4.1 Mitigation and Control Measures

To minimise surface water impacts on and off-site, best management practices will be adopted

for the construction phase of the Project. A range of techniques will be used to minimise

impacts including: -

• Undertaking works in compliance with the approved Construction Environmental

Management Plan (CEMP);

• Preparation and implementation of ‘Site and Environmental Procedures’ for all areas of

work.

• Ensuring the design and construction of works do not result in land degradation

• Managing fuels, oil and other chemicals accordingly to appropriate guidelines; and

• Ensuring that the disposal of wastewater is undertaken in compliance with statutory

requirements.

There are a number of ‘Site and Environmental Procedures’ within which the Contractor will

be required to contain detailed measures to minimise soil and water impacts. The relevant

procedure references are presented below, and will be developed by the Contractor, when

appointed. These procedures will form part of the final CEMP, and will be continually updated

where necessary: -



ENV-O1 Awareness & Training

ENV-02 Environmental Emergency Response

ENV-O3 Record Keeping, Auditing and Monitoring

ENV-04 Erosion Control

ENV-1 1 Management of Excavated Material



These procedures can only be amended by improvement with regards to environmental

protection and must take cognisance of all mitigation measures recommended by the EIA and

associated technical reports.

The following subsections outline the various elements of the preliminary SWMPI and

Drainage Strategy proposal as illustrated within the drawing package presented for planning

application and described in the EIS.

4.2 Sediment Control

The main construction related potential impact on water quality on site is the release of

sediments into existing watercourses. Silt and silt laden water/contaminated water can be

caused by various construction related activities, such as dewatering and pumping of

excavations, run-off from exposed ground, run-off from spoil storage areas, etc. Where runoff

water is contaminated with silt or other pollutants such as oil, this water must not be pumped

or allowed to flow directly or indirectly into surface waters or groundwater without treatment.

Sediment control will comprise combination of silt fencing, as well as silt traps and dispersal

drain, and the required measures will be specifically outlined in the Site and Environmental

Procedure ENV-07 Protection of Water Quality.

Control Measures:

• Silt Socks on all water pump outlets to any watercourse

• Silt Bags at locations of exit into any known watercourses as a result of works on site

• Water Monitoring I Sampling to take place before and after Project Completion to clarify

no negative impact on existing watercourses as a result of works undertaken.

The following mitigation measures are proposed to reduce the potential impacts of the

proposed development on quality.
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4.3 Construction Phase

The main construction related impact of the overall proposed development on water quality at

the site is the release of sediments into watercourses. There is also a risk that leakage from

site facilities or oils, cements or other construction materials may be discharged to a drain or

watercourse. Guidelines regarding low impact construction techniques are set out in the Code

of Best Forest Practice document.

The following mitigation measures are proposed to reduce the impacts of construction of the

proposed development on water quality: -

D Minimise the total area of disturbance which results from road construction. The total

length and average width of the road network should be the minimum required for

efficient and safe transportation.

C Construction works will be planned outside of periods when heavy rainfall is

expected.

LI All roads should be allowed to consolidate, dry out and settle before use, so that they

do not become rutted from traffic.

U Where the intended route of a road must pass through waterlogged or impervious

soils, these areas should be drained before construction commences. This will

stabilise the road bed and reduce the danger of failure during construction and use.

o Maintain all roadside embankments and cuttings and encourage the natural vegetation,

in order to improve stability and to improve their visual appearance.

El The condition of roads drains, and road crossings should be assessed prior to and

immediately after harvesting and transport operations. Photographic evidence

gathered at this stage may assist in any subsequent disputes.

El Where possible, construction activities will be located away from existing
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watercourses.

U Spoil heaps generated during construction should be deposited on stable areas. They

should be levelled out where possible or breached at 20 m intervals and seeded to

encourage greening over and stabilisation.

C Soil stockpiles will be kept to a minimum. Where required, sediment control measures

shall be implemented at each stockpiLe. Stockpiles will be surrounded by silt fences

to filter sediment from the surface water run-off from excavated material. Sediment

control features shall be inspected and maintained regularly to ensure their correct

operation. Additional inspections and maintenance will be carried out when required

e.g. extreme rainfall events.

o The contractor will include a formal procedure to deal with queries and comments from

the general public in his emergency response plan. During the construction period, it

is envisaged that a facility to shut off the outfall from the silt traps during an emergency

will be provided. This will mitigate for any on site accidental spillage impacting on the

watercourses. In addition, appropriate signage should be placed on site outlining the

spillage response procedure and a contingency plan to contain silt. Adequate security

should be provided on site to prevent spillage because of vandalism, A regular review

of weather forecasts of heavy rainfall is required, and the contractor will prepare a

contingency plan for before and after such events.

C The contractor shall ensure that all personnel working on site are trained in pollution

incident control response.

The construction of roadside drainage channels for access track drainage will follow the

natural flow paths on site where possible. Existing overland flow channels will be

maintained and cross- drains provided at 50m intervals in the access roads to allow

continuity of flow check dams will be provided. This will reduce effective slope, run-off

velocities and any consequent potential for erosion.

o The contractor shall ensure that sedimentation control and dispersal facilities are

regularly maintained during the construction phase.

o Trafficking on site shall be kept to a minimum and where possible the routes of haul

roads kept away from existing watercourses and channels. Where haul roads pass
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close to watercourses and channels, silt fencing shall be used to protect existing water

quality.

U Where possible new and upgraded lengths of site access tracks shall be surfaced in

unbound materials and shall not be hard topped with macadam or concrete. Such road

construction methods will ensure that the increase in overall impermeability of the site

will be kept to a minimum. Macadam hard top will be required where the slope of the

access track is in excess of 10% in order to provide sufficient traction for vehicles on

site.

o Any chemicals will be stored in areas away from watercourses in secured bunded sites.

o All maintenance and refuelling operations and machine repairs (if required and

practical) should be carried on a dry, elevated site. Prepare and securely store all fuel

and machine oils under shelter on a dry, elevated site. Material used for road and

crossing construction should also be stored at least 50m from the nearest aquatic zone.

All containers, spent oil, machine parts and refuse generated by the operation should

be removed from the site for correct disposal.

El Visual examinations of watercourses receiving flows from the proposed development

will be carried out during the construction phase.

El The relevant Local Authority and Regional Fisheries Board must be notified

immediately of spillages or other accidents during construction which threaten aquatic

zones. All operators should have contact telephone numbers onsite for all relevant

agencies (Local Authorities, Regional Fisheries Boards, DUchas The Heritage Service,

National Museum of Ireland, Garda Siochana, etc.) in case of accidental damage to

aquatic zones, archaeological sites, important wildlife habitats and other environmental

features.
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O In advance of any construction works taking place the detailed Surface Water

Management Plan shall be agreed with the Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI).

• Undertake appropriate site rehabilitation and restoration on completion of fellings and

extraction operations.

• Temporary blocking of several drains as directed by the Site Ecologist should be carried

out if necessary to reduce flows towards the main watercourses.
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Figure 1: Indicative red line boundary of the proposed development
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Figure 2: European sites in the vicinity of the proposed development
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Habitats 23 The proposed site is centred on grid reference 009131 28104.

The proposed site comprises of buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3) consisting of a car park as

part of TU Dublin lands and a treeline (WL2) along the northern boundary consisting of

unmanaged elm Ulmus spp., ash Fraxinus excelsior and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna along

the bank of the drainage ditch. The footbridge will cross the River Poddle.

Flora and Fauna Species

A data search of a custom polygon of approx. 2km radius from the proposed development site

returned the following records of qualifying/special conservation interest fauna species.

• Common kingfisher Alcedo atthis

• European golden plover Pluvialis apricaria

• Hen harrier Circus cyaneus

• Merlin Falco columbarius

• Whooper swan Cygnus cygnus

• European Otter Lutra lutra

The nearest European sites for which common kingfisher is a species of special conservation

interest is located c. 40km north-west of the proposed development site in River Boyne and River

Blackwater SPA. Given the distance between this SPA and the proposed development site, and

given kingfisher territories end to cover at least 1km of river, but may extend over 3/5 km6 , any

kingfisher present within the local area would not form part of or provide a supporting role to any

SPA population.

The nearest European sites for which European golden plover is a species of special

conservation interest is located c. 11km east in South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA.

The core range of golden plover is 3km, with maximum range of 11 km7 . While the proposed

development site is in range of the South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA, given the

proposed development is located over a narrow, shallow section of the river which is culverted to

the east and to the west, linking a car park to an adjacent area of hard surfaces and buildings, it

is unsuitable to support golden plover

The nearest European sites for which hen harrier is a species of special conservation interest is

located c. 75km west of the proposed development site in Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA. Given

the distance between this SPA and the proposed development site, and given the core foraging
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range from nest site during the breeding season of hen harrier is 2km, with maximum range of

10km, and generally within 1km distance between alternative nest sites?, any hen harrier present

within the local area would not form part of or provide a supporting role to any SPA population.

Additionally, the proposed development is located over a narrow, shallow section of the river

which is culverted to the east and to the west, linking a car park to an adjacent area of hard

surfaces and buildings. it is unsuitable to support hen harrier.

The nearest European sites for which merlin is a species of special conservation interest is

located c. 7.4km south-east of the proposed development site in the Wicklow Mountain SPA.

Given the distance between this SPA and the proposed development site, and given the foraging

range from nest site during breeding season in within 5km and distance between alternative nest

sites are generally within 500m, but can be up to 1 .5km7 , any merlin present within the local

area would not form part of or provide a supporting role to any SPA population. Additionally, the

proposed development is located over a narrow, shallow section of the river which is culverted to

the east and to the west, linking a car park to an adjacent area of hard surfaces and buildings, it

is unsuitable to support merlin.

The nearest European sites for which whooper swan is a species of special conservation interest

is located c. 73km north-west of the proposed development site in Lough Derravarragh SPA.

Given the distance between this SPA and the proposed development site, and given whooper

swan foraging range from night roost during winter season has a core range of less than 5km7

any whooper swan present within the local area would not form part of or provide a supporting

role to any SPA population. Additionally, the proposed development is located over a narrow,

shallow section of the river which is culverted to the east and to the west, linking a car park to an

adjacent area of hard surfaces and buildings, it is unsuitable to support whooper swan.

The nearest European sites for which European otter is a qualifying interest is located c. 6.1km

south of the proposed development site in the Wicklow Mountains SAC. Otter territories are within

the range of c. 7.5km for females and can reach up to 21 km for males via hydrological pathwayss

The River Dodder and Liffey Estuary provide the key pathway to Wicklow Mountains SAC.

whereas the proposed development will discharge into the River Poddle. Wicklow Mountains

SAC is located within a different sub-catchment (Dodder_SC_010) to the proposed development

(Poddle_SC_1O). As such, the hydrological pathway between the Wicklow Mountains SAC and

the proposed development site is c. 36km meaning any populations of otter within the footprint

of the proposed development site would not form part of or provide a supporting role to the SAC

population. Additionally, the proposed development is located over a narrow, shallow section of
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the river which is culverted to the east and to the west, linking a car park to an adjacent area of

hard surfaces and buildings and is unsuitable to support European otter.

The NBDC database search returned records of the following non-native invasive species listed

on the Third Schedule of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations

2011 (as amended): • American skunk-cabbage Lysichiton americanus • Giant hogweed

Heracleum mantegazzianum • Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica • Three-cornered garlic

Allium triquetrum

There were no records tor invasive flora species listed on the Third Schedule of the European

Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended) within the indicative

redline boundary of the proposed development site or within 1km of the proposed development

site.
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