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DARASSO was given a
confident ride by Mark
Walsh to win the Equuip
Foal To RACE Transition
Year Programme Chase at
Thurles yesterday.

Trained by Joseph O'Brien, the
nine-yvear-old was winnim, for
the 12th time in his 39 races and
was gaining some compensation
for his near-miss in the Galway
Plate when touched off by subse-
guent American Grand National
winner Hewick.

A fair three-length third to Blue
Lord in the Clonmel Oli Chase
iust (ime out, Walsh was happy (o
et Cilaos Emery and Escaria Ten
get involved in a battle up froni.

When he arrived travelling
smoothly before the second-last
the result looked a formality, but
Escaria Ten made him pull out
all the stops, eventually going
down by two lengths to the 11-10
favourite.

Performance

Owner JP McManus' racing
manager Frank Berry said: “It
was a lovely performance and he
has been a great horse who turns
up every day. The race was com-
ing quick enough for him after
Clonmel and Mark said they went
a right good gallop and he picked
up well.

“It was tight enough around
here for him, it took a while to
warm up into it and he was going
as fast as he wanted to be going,
so he had to be patient on him. He
gave him a great ride.

“If you had a vard full of him
vou'd be flying and Joseph has

Dar too good

B Thomas WEEKES

done a great job with him. We'll
tip away in similar races and the
bit of good ground is a help to
him as well,”

Paddy Power and Betlair cut
the winner to 25-1 from 33s for
the Grand National.

McManus enjoved an earlie:
winner with Shane Broderick's
Filon D'oudairies (4-1 favourite)

in the www.thurlesraces.ie
Handicap Chase.
Future

Gordon Elliott’s Liberty Dance
looks a nice type for the future
having justified 5-6 favouritism
in the Racing Again December
18th Irish EBF Mares Maiden
Hurdle.

Jack Kennedy's mount was not
disgraced in Grade Three com-
pany on her hurdling debut and
made no mistake down in class.

“She is a nice mare, is a galloper
dl'ld I'd say when she gets further

she will be better, Hh(‘ is tough
and it is a good performance,”
said Elliott.

“The further she goes, the bet-
ter she'll be and we'll take it step
by step with her. There is a race
in Haydock in two weeks' time
and there's a race back here for
her also.”

Henry de Bromhead's 2021
Cheltenham Festival winner
Telmesomethinggirl was odds-on
for her chasing debut in the
Richard Brennan Fencing
Services Beginners Chase but
could never get on terms with the
Mullins-trained Glengouly (100-
30) who made all for Paul

Townend.

No Hend’

NICKY Henderson says he
“couldn’t rule out™ a trip to Ireland
with Constitution Hill — but feels
the Cheltenham Festival is the
ideal location for a clash of his
stable star and two-mile
champion Honeysuckle.

Constitution Hill
made a return with a
front-running
12-length demolition
of stablemate
Epatante in Saturday’s
Fighting Fifth Hurdle,
following on from his
22-length verdict in the
Supreme at the Festival
March.

The unbeaten five-year-old is a
general 4-7 favourite for next
year's Champion Hurdle ahead of
Honeysuckle, the winner of the
Cheltenham highlight for the last

in

of options

ck ROBSON

two seasons who has yet to be
topped in 16 career starts.

Campaign

Honeysuckle kicks off

her campaign in
Sunday’'s  Hatton's
Grace Hurdle at
Fairyhouse — a race

she has won for the

last three years before

going on to Irish
Champion Hurdle glory
and then Cheltenham

SUCCess.

Henderson (inset) said: “We've

a programme now that only
takes us up to Christmas, it
becomes more difficult after it
and you couldn’t rule out a trip to
Ireland.”




