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|We, the Wentbur, Hotel,

Balfe Street, Dublin DC2CH386
{intend to apply fer a License
{to place Street Furniture
fon the  public footpath i
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|street furniture consist i
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A DECENT field wili
take part in the Houston
Open at Memorial Park
Golf Club.

A rv]uti\'cl‘\' short 7,100-vard
Par 71 public course., Memo-
rial was redesigned in 2020
by famed golf course architect
Tom Doak, with assistance
from Brooks Koepka.

Locals can play this course
for than €30 — unusual
for a course of this quality.

Jason Kokrak is the defend-
ing champion having won
this title on a 10-under-par

less

total, two shots clear of
Scottie Scheffler and Kevin
Tway.

In 2020, Carles Ortiz won on
a ld-under-par total by two
shots from Hideki Matsuvama
and Dustin Johnson.

Koepka put his course
knowledge to good use by fin-
ishing in the pavout places in
T-5th.

My three against the field for
this week’s renewal are Scot-
tie Scheffler, Sam Burns and
Danny Willett.

Reclaim

Last vear
Scheffler, will 1 g
rious opportuniiv to reclaim
his world No.1 spot from Rorv
Mellrov.

He goes into the Houston
Open off the back of a glori-
ous final round 62 at last
week's Mayakoba Classic.

He's the 6/1 clear favourite
to win and is undoubtedly the
man they ail have to beat.

There are not many nap bets
in golf but this definitely looks
one of them.

s runner-up,
see this as a

0=

Scheffler has not won
a tournament since his
Masters win back in
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April but consistently
been in the top three at high
l]uallil\'t venis, including twice
in his last four starts, and this
looks a penalty kick for him.

Burns has two successes
to his credit in 2022 and has
steadily risen onto the fringes
of the world’s top 10.

He is a 12/1 shot to record a
third success this yvear and is
Scheffler's biggest danger but
he will have io improve on re-
cent form as he has recorded
just a single top 10 vesult in
his last nine outings.

Lively

A real lively each way op-
tion is Willett, who has some
good results in recent months
with a runner-up finish at the
Fortinet Championship and
top 10s at both the Omega
European Masters and the 2M
Championship.

At odds of 125/1, the 2016
Masters champion is an each-
way value alternative.

Meanwhile. the Nedbank
Golf Challenge takes place
this week at the Gary Player
Country Club in South
Africa.

It has a limited field of 64
players, a prize fund of €6
million and a winner's purse
of just over €1lmillion, There's
no halfway cut.

This event has
plaved since 2019 due to the
global pandemic and Tommy
Fleetwood was its most recent
winner.
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It was a Rolex series
event on that oc-
casion and with
a  much-reduced

prize fund and a
Fleetwood has
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fered due to the Covie
tion, but he has shown
of a return to the
the recent past with three
4's in seven tourn:

With just a sit
plaver in the field,
looks a good bet
10/1 on a course
form has aly
a real advantage
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Jordan Smit
the betting at 14/1 and
into this off the back of a
win at the Portugal Mas

This is a very lon
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and
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ite, Christiaan Bezuidenhout

The South Airican has been
playing in elite company on
and finished
just outside the top 50 in the
FedEx rankings last season.

the PGA Tour

)

He is priced at 22/1 a
his long straight hitting.
'n.-lH iikely to be in

ome next Sunday.
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DENIS' TOP TIPS

HOUSTON OPEN
Seottle Seheffier
Sam Burns
Daniy Willett (EW)
NEDBANK CHAMP!N\:‘EHIF

; Tommy Fleetwood
Chnstlaan Bez-udenhou%
" Robert Maclntyre

a pair of
French
Open and the Andalu-




