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& Bittersweet for Federer
as he calls time on career

ROGER FEDERER has

ment from the s!oort at 41.
His last mateh wil

nis for two decades.
The 20-time

him back competitively on court.

“AMy i»ml}:'s message to me lately has been
said Federer vesterday in a recorded

clear,”
message on social media.

B Lowve

“I have played more than 1,500 1
over 24 years. Now I must recognise when it
1s time to end myv competitive career.

“To the game of tennis, I love vou and wi

never leave vou.”

men's tennis.

“This is a bittersweet decision because 1
will miss everything the tour has given me,

said Federer.

“I was lucky enough to play so many epic
matches that I will never forget. We battled The »1
with passion and intensity, and I 2
s tried my best to respect the history

fairl
alwa

Ul the game.

%1 he[ extremely grateful. We pushed
each other, and together we took tennis to

Nadal: A sa

RAFA NADAL has called Roger
Federer’s decision to retire from
tennis a “sad day”.

Federer, a 20-time Grand Slam
champion, will bow out after the
Laver Cup in London this month.

He has not played since
Wimbledon:last year, and a third
knee operation has been unable to
get-him-back on court.

“My:body’s message to me lately
has been clear,” said Federer.

His Spanish rival Nadal (right,
with Federer), who has competed

with all over the world, said: “Dear

ended the greatest era of men’s 4
tennis by announcing his retire- new levels.

be at the Laver Cup in
London later this month, competing along-
side Rafa Nadal, Novak Djokovic and Andy
Murray for Team Europe in one {inal outing
for the men who have dominated world ten-

irand Slam champion has
not played since Wimbledon last year, and a
third knee operation has been unable to get

He paid tribute to the competitors who
helped make this century a golden era for

finally

Wimbledon, where Federer has lifted the
men'’s singles trophy eight times since 2003,
led the tributes.

“Roger, where do we begin?” the All
England Club tweeted. “It's been a privilege
to witness vour journey and see vou become
a champion in every sense of the word.

“We will so miss the sight of you gr. acing
our couris, but alli we can say for now is
thank you, for the memories and joy you
have given to so many."”

The ATP Tour credited Federer with

“changing the game forever™ while
Billie-Jean King desceribed him as “a cham-

pion’s champion”.

“He hag the most complete game of his
generation and captured the hearts of sports
tans around the world with an amazing
quickness on the court and a powerful ten-
nis mind.

matches

: Defeat

an historie ear (-HT with memo-

1 i1ve on ,‘[,“ on
st and present tweeted their love
‘x“-(i amm ciation for Federer as a role model,
ith A\nu.\ \wdum\. the man Federer beat
3,h1'c<: times in the Wimbledon final, joining [
the tributes.
nerican, who hung up his own racket
in 2012, three vears after that third defeat,
joked 1ha1 Federer's retirement might tinally
give other plavers a chance of winning.
“Seems like a good time to start training
for Wimby,” he tweeted. 41

MASTER: Roger
Federer won Wimbledon
eight times and (below)
with the trephy

day for me

M fhatthew DUNN

Roger, my friend and rival. l.wish
this day would have never come.
It’s a sad day for me personally

and for sports around the world.

Pleasure

“It’s'been a pleasure, an honour
and privilege to share all these
years with'you.”

Only Nadal'(22) and Novak
Djokovic (21) have won motre
Grand Slam singles titles.




