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Woods, 2Z3-time
Grand  Slam
event winner

' SERENA WILLIAMS re-

vealed the crucial role
Tiger Woods played in
her tennis swansong af-
ter the feliow superstar
led the cheers in her lat-
est siunning US Open
viciory.

Woods sat among Williams’

umu-‘agv along with her
r Venus as Serena beat
vorld No.2 Anett Kontaveit

2 on another magi-
cal night in the Arthur Ashe
Stadium.

The 13-time Major win-
ner repeatedly got to his feet
to shout and clap amid wild
SCENnes.

o
Finisi
dmomentsafterthefinish,
It was a privilege
Congrats

An
he tweeted: *
to walch greatness.
d@serenawilliams.
Williams revealed in a Vogue
article that she had sought

advice from Woods afier tear-

ing a hamstring at Wimble-

don last vear.

The golf legend suffered a

horror car crash in February
2021 and returned to

play in three
jors this vear,

Ma-

Asked about

ANDY Murray has revealed

“heiis sleeping:his way to

success in'New York — the
city that never sleeps:

The 2012:US Open.champi=
on also believes his:game'is
ready to put Matteo Berret-
tini-and his big-serve to'bed
in‘their.clash today:

Murray.reported he'is
feeling his fittest “for
-years” after reach-
ing the third round
heréfor thefirst time
shice2016.- 7 -

Murray, 357 has
sinee undetgone

| twa hipisurgeries,

After recalls

It ‘ingtheicould

ardly' walk:: -

IRISH DAILY STAR,
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Williams said: “He's one of the
reasons I'm here, ene of the
main reasons I'm still playing.

as really trving to get
me motivated. There were a

' people, but we were lil
‘0K, we can do this mﬁ,t-llui
vou know?’.

“It was good, because T
didn’t know whai I wanied
to do. I was just lost, s0 many
questions. When you can rely
on someone like thai.

"My goodness, he's Tiger
Woods, it was naal{v helptul

to get clarity.” Williams. who
turns 41 this month, has post-
poned her retivement for at
least another round.

Reminded by  courtside

1Ion, - cterviewer' Mary  Jo

Fernandez 2
was
ing her

time

to “evolve

awas

tennis,

laughed: 5 no
rush here. There's

still a little left
in-me. I'm a
pretiy good
plaver. This
is what

following his first«round
win overYoshihito'Nishioka
hereiin 20205ithe three-time
Major:wininer said he'has
learned toilook after his
body, by getting:more; rest.
Operation
“I¥’is three-and-a-half

-years since the op-

- eration’and my -bodyis
now:used to all those
movements,” said:Mur-
ray:(left)..

I spend more-time
thinking;abolt
my-sleepiand
makingisure
thatl'get:

T do.
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I love a challenge, and
I'm rising to the challeng
And I'm loving this erowd.”

Williams raised her level of
play again from her opening
win over world No.80 Danka
Kovinie and said she was lov-
ing playing without any pres-
HIEH‘

“T'm Just Im':i\ing at it as a
honus,” she said. “T don’t have
anvthing to prove, I don't
have anything to win, I have
absolutely nothing to lose.

Awesome

“T just feel like T have had a
big red X on my back since I
won the US Open in ‘99, Tt's
kind of fun,

“I feel like T've already won,
figuratively, mentally: It's just
pretty awesome the things
that I've done.”

For the second match run-
ning, the raucous crowd un-
nerved her opponent and Eg
tonian Kontaveit broke down
in tears in her posi-match
press conference after ad-
mitting: "It was hard. It was
something 1 never experi-
enced before.

“I thought' T played a § o
decent match. She was
better today.”

Next to face the [ ®
wall of noise is
Aussie  world
No.46 Ajla .
Tomljanovic. =

myself to bed early than'l
did-when'l was younger:it

iwash’t:amazingthat when |

was yotinger,after a.match;
to'go torbed:at 11.30;12
o'clock atinight.

“Now:'| tey'to be asleep

byi9i30'and try:to getian

extra.couple.of hours:in:bed
and:make:sure'that | eat
properly:

“Iimireally‘focusing:a lot
on that'as well.”

Murray lost His previous
meetihg with Berréttiniin
the Stuttgart Open:final
intJine after: suffenng an i @
abdominal:straing

- iThei 2021 Wimbledon final:



