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RONAN 0 GARA could
be about to wreak even
more calendar year
damage to Irish club
rugby!

Hot on the heels of defeat-
ing Leinster in the Heineken
Cup final last May, he will
be bringing European
champions La Rochelle to
Belfast the week before
Christmas.

It could make for a tricky
Heineken round-two tie for
Ulster, as it comes on the
back of opening up the week

beforehand awav against
Sale.
Moreover, a win for ROG

could fuel speculation the
IRFU will move for him to
succeed Andy Farrell as
Ireland’s series win in New
Zealand has complicated the
current Ireland coach’s
future.

Expected

The IRFU had been
expected to tie Farrell down
to a further four-vear deal,
to run from 2024 to 2027,
with an announcement pen-
cilled in following finalising
August-September
negotiations.

However, there has been
growing speculation
England will make a move
for Farrell to succeed Eddie
Jones, which brings the
financial aspect of any pro-
sgective IRFU deal into
sharp focus.

Jones is the world’s highest
paid Rugby Union coach,
earning £800,000 (€939.000)

Connacht

CONNACHT will ‘'open their
European Challenge Cup
campaign against Newcastle
Falcons in Galway on the
weekend of December
9/10/11.

Falcons finished bot-

tom~ in. the' 2021/22
Premiership.

Additions

Meanwhile, there are six
Year 1 . additions:. to the
Connacht. Academy ahead
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& DREAM TEAM: Ronan O'Gara (left)}
W and forwards coach-Donnacha
i Ryan after La Rochelle's Heineken

CHAMPIONS CUP FIXTURES 2022/23

Round 1 = 9/10/11 Dec: Munsterv
Toulouse, ThHomond Park; Racing v.
Leinster, venue tbe; Sale Sharke v

Ufster, Ad Bell Stadium.

Round 2 -16/17/18 Dec: Leinster
v..Gloucester;  RDS; Northampton
Saints v Manster; Franklin Gardens:

Ulster v La Rochelle,
Stadium,
Round

W Derek FOLEY

per annum, with the Ireland
job paying circa one third of
that amount.

By the time O'Gara pitches
up in Belfast pre-Christmas,
the Ireland pest may ue]!
have been declared ‘open’ as
the IRFU cannot compete
with the RFU package.

Leinster fans. meanwhile,
will have to wait to find out
where their opening game
against Racing on December
9/10/11 will being staged.

Racing’s La Defense Arena
is booked on the Friday and
Saturday nights for French
rapper Orselan.

Racing may opt to play the
game at their old stomping
a,]nund the Stade Colombes.

They haven’t ruled out
moving the match outside
Paris, with Lens and Lille as
possibilities.

Munster have a tough
assignment first up and last
against Toulouse. with
Northampton in between.

Meanwhile, O'Gara will
get his crack against the
current All Blacks squad
after all!

The la Rochelle coach joins

Kingspan

3¢ = 1314118 . Jan:

Gloucester v Leinster, Kingsholm
Stadium;’La. Rochelle: v " Ulster
Raghy,: Stade' Marcel . Deflandre;
Munster 'v.. Northampton. Saints;
Thomond Park.

Round4-20/21/22 dan: Leinster
v Racing, Aviva Stadium; Toulolse
v’ Munster, Stade -Ernest Wallon;
Ulstersv-Salé-Sharks; Kingspan
Stadium

Crusaders boss Scott
Robertson as the Barbarians
coaching team for their
Killik Cup clash against an
All Blacks XV at Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium on
November 13.

Dynamite

The due previously worked
together at the Crusaders in
2018 and 2019.

“I am honoured to be
coaching the Barbarians
this Autumn as we take on
the All Blacks XV,” said
O'Gara.

“It will be a dynamite
coaching team and I'm very
much looking forward to
reuniting with Ray after my
time with him at Crusaders.

“It is always great to join
forces with world-class
coaches like him, and to do
so for this world-famous
club will be an unforgetta-
ble experience.

“We're going to put our
heads together and devise a
squad of exciting talent who
will light up the pitch at
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium
and bring the Barbarians
style of play to life against
the All Blacks XV.”

after a flying start

M Derek FOLEY

of next season.

Those - include scrum-~half
Matthew Devine and his
brother John, who is a
centre, both of whom
came - through ‘ the
ranks : at - Garbally
College and

Ballinasloe RFC.
Daniel’ 'Hawkshaw; . :a
brother of ‘hew professional
arrival ‘Davids Hawkshaw
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(inset, . left) ‘and Ireland
hockey -international Sarah,
is a centre and attended
Belvedere College.
CONNACHT HEINEKEN
CHALLENGE CUP FIXTURES
2022/23: Round.1 —9/10/11: Dec:
Connacht v Newcastle Falcons,
Sportsground; .Round 2. 7=
16/17/18"Dec: Brive v Connacht;
Stade Amedee-Domenec
Round; <3 = +13/14/15 - Ja
Cannachtv Brive, Sportsground;
Round - 4 /= 20/21/22 - Jan:
Newcastle Falcons:v Connach
Kingston'RParks




