
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

Public Realm Planning Report 

 

Development:  The erection of a temporary golf gym pavilion and all associated site works 

(structure is located within curtilage of a Protected Structure RPS 002). 

Location:                Hermitage Golf Club, Lucan, Co. Dublin. 

Applicant:                Alrewas Investments Limited 

Reg. Ref:                  SD22A/0056 AI 

Report Date: 03/08/2022 

Recommendation:  GRANT WITH CONDTIONS 

Planning Officer: Colm Maguire 

 

Relevant Sections, Policies and Objectives of the SDCC Development Plan 2016-2022: 

DP 2016-22 Section 8.3.0 Public Open Space Hierarchy and Landscape Setting 

It is the policy of the Council to provide a hierarchy of high quality and multi-functional public parks 

and open spaces.  

G4 Objective 1: To support and facilitate the provision of a network of high quality, well located and 

multifunctional public parks and open spaces throughout the County and to protect and enhance the 

environmental capacity and ecological function of these spaces.  

G4 Objective 2: To connect parks and areas of open space with ecological and recreational corridors 

to aid the movement of biodiversity and people and to strengthen the overall Green Infrastructure 

network. 



 

DP 2016-22 Section 8.1.0 Green Infrastructure Network 

G2 Objective 1: To reduce fragmentation of the Green Infrastructure network and strengthen 

ecological links between urban areas, Natura 2000 sites, proposed Natural Heritage Areas, parks and 

open spaces and the wider regional Green Infrastructure network 

G2 Objective 2: To protect and enhance the biodiversity value and ecological function of the Green 

Infrastructure network.  

G2 Objective 5: To integrate Green Infrastructure as an essential component of all new developments. 

G2 Objective 9: To preserve, protect and augment trees, groups of trees, woodlands and hedgerows 

within the County by increasing tree canopy coverage using locally native species and by incorporating 

them within the design proposals and supporting their integration into the Green Infrastructure 

Network. 

G2 objective 11: To incorporate appropriate elements of Green Infrastructure e.g. new tree planting 

etc. into existing areas of hard infrastructure wherever possible. 

G2 Objective 13: To seek to prevent the loss of woodlands, hedgerows, aquatic habitats and 

wetlands wherever possible including requiring a programme to monitor and restrict the spread of 

invasive species  

DP 2016-22 Section 8.4.0 Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) drain surface water in an environmentally friendly way 

by replicating natural systems in managed environments. SUDS systems seek to collect, store and 

clean surface water using natural systems and to release it back into the environment in a slow and 

controlled way, thereby reducing the risk if fluvial and pluvial flooding. Key features, such as integrated 

constructed wetlands, permeable surfaces, filter strips, ponds, swales and basins are easy to manage, 

environmentally friendly and aesthetically attractive. 

G5 Objective 1: To promote and support the development of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 

(SUDS) at a local, district and county level and to maximise the amenity and biodiversity value of these 

systems 

G5 Objective 2:  To promote the provision of Green Roofs and/or Living Walls in developments where 

expansive roofs are proposed such as industrial, retail and civic developments 



The Public Realm Section has assessed the proposed development in accordance with the policies 

and objectives of the County Development Plan 2016-2022 and with best practice guidelines and 

recommends the following: 

1. Trees 

To ensure the protection of trees to be retained within the site, the applicant shall implement all the 

recommendations pertaining to tree retention, tree protection and tree works, as detailed in 

Arboricultural Method Statement and Tree Protection Plan, in the submitted Arboricultural Report. 

The arborist shall carry out a post construction tree survey and assessment on the condition of the 

retained trees. A completion certificate is to be signed off by the arborist when all permitted 

development works are completed and in line with the recommendations of the tree report. The 

certificate shall be submitted to the Public Realm Section (for written agreement) upon completion of 

the works. 

REASON: To ensure and give practical effect to the retention, protection and sustainability of trees 

during and after construction of the permitted development 

 

2. Implementation of Tree Protection 

No works shall commence unless the tree protection measures have been implemented in full in 

accordance with the approved tree protection plan. No materials, supplies, plant, machinery, soil 

heaps, changes in ground levels or construction activities shall be permitted within the protected areas 

without the written consent of the planning authority and no fire shall be lit in the position where the 

flames could extend to within 5 metres of foliage, branches or trunks. The approved tree protection 

measures shall be retained in situ until the development has been completed.  

REASON: In order to ensure adequate protection for the trees and hedges on the site during the 

construction of development, and in the interests of the visual amenity of the area. 

3. Tree works 

All works shall be carried out in accordance with BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition 

and construction. If, during construction, it becomes apparent that further works or changes are 

required, work shall not progress any further on site until the applicant has secured a site meeting 

with a suitably qualified professional to agree the details and phasing of any tree surgery works not 

detailed in the submitted report. A written schedule shall be submitted for the approval of the Public 

Realm Section. 



REASON: To ensure that the trees on site are adequately protected, to safeguard the character and 

appearance of the area, in accordance with policy G2 Objective 9, G4 Objective 5, G2 Objective 13, 

G6 Objective 1, HCL15 Objective 3  of the CDP 2016-2022. 

 

4. Tree Bond 

A maximum of two weeks from the date of the Commencement Notice and prior to the 

commencement of works on site, a Bond or bank draft to the value of €10,000 shall be lodged with 

South Dublin County Council as a security for the protection of the existing trees and hedgerows on 

site which are to be retained, as per the submitted Arborists Report. 

This bond will be released twelve months after the completion of all site works once it has been 

ascertained that all trees specified for retention have been preserved in their prior condition and 

have suffered no damage and the developer has complied with the requirements of the Planning 

Authority in relation to tree protection. If the trees show any deterioration twelve months after 

completion of development, the Council reserves the right to partially or fully sequester this bond in 

order to undertake compensatory planting elsewhere in the vicinity of this site, based on the Councils 

inspection and estimation of the damage caused.  

REASON: In the interest of tree protection and the proper planning and sustainable development of 

the area. 

 

 

___________________________                      

Oisin Egan 

Executive Parks Superintendent 

 

____________________________  

Endorsed By: Laurence Colleran  

Senior Executive Parks Superintendent 

 


