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Man who had
child porn
images in Lucan
to be assessed

by Eimear Dodd

A FORMER member of the Irish Defence Forces
who pleaded guilty to possession of child abuse
material has had his case adjourned for an inde-
pendent risk assessment to be carried out before
sentencing.

Adrian Short (45) of Corbetstown, Killucan, County
Westmeath, pleaded guilty to possession of seven images
and 14 videos of child pornography at Griffeen Glen
Drive, Lucan on 29th March, 2021

Judge Melanie Greally uzdamd the Probation Service
to carry out the assessment as part of a probation report
to establish if any additional safeguards are required.

Detective Garda Sharon Duncan told the court that a

© warrant was obtained to search a property following a
referral from the Garda National Protective Bureau.

A search was carried out on 28th March, 2021, and the
defendant, a father-of-three, handed a Samsung Galaxy
mobile phone to gardai.

The ecourt heard other devices were seized as part of
the search, but were clean.

The defendant made a statement to gardai during the
search, admitting that he had previously accessed child
abuse material, which had been deleted, and accessed it
again two days before the date of the search.

The phone contained sexually explicit images of chil-
mand video of adults engaged in sexual abuse of chil-

Short told gardai he had been sexually abused by his
father as a child, and his father had been prosecuted for
this.

Arrested

Short was later arrested by a.rrnngememat(}]mﬂnlkm
Garda Station on 24th May, 202

Deteoﬁve Duncan agmd wlth Fiona McGowan BL,

ing, that the d in a later inter-
viewthalhehadusedoﬂwrplatfoms but could not
recall their names.
Short has no previous convictions, Tusla carried out
an investigation, but had no concerns.

Detective Duncan said Short accessed the images
using the Telegram app, and was identified because he
used his phone number as his ID. The detective said she
was not aware that any payments had been made.

Detective Duncan agreed with David Staunton, BL, for
the defence, that Short had co-operated and Tusla had no
concerns following their separate investigation.

Mr Staunton told Judge Greally that the historic sex
abuse in the defendant's family, caused great personal
shame to the defendant and his family

Two of his siblings also had died in tragic cireum-
stances when he was a teenager.

Short left school at 14 before joining the Irish Defence
Forces at the age of 21. He served as a non-commissioned
officer in the Military Archives until 2019.

Mr Staunton said the situation had come as a “great
shock” to the defendant’s wife and family, disrupting
their relationship, which has since been re- established.
He also lost a new job as & result of the publicity.

Mr Staunton said Short accepted the seriousness of
his behaviour and its ramifications.

Letters from the defendant, his ex-wife, father-in-law,
counsellor, and a neighbour were handed into the court.

Judge Greally noted that defendant is engaged in coun-
selling, but said there would be a benefit in an indepen-
dent assessment.

She adjourned the case to 2ist October to be finalised.
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by Lisa Deeney

T]-IE “Minister for Housing,
Local Government & Heritage,
Darragh O'Brien TD, this week
welcomed the launch of a new
phase of Local Authority social
housing delivery that will see
approximately 1,530 new homes
delivered across a number
local authorities, including 142
on two sites in Kildare,
Today’s launch builds on a suc-
eessful Public Private Part hi

vant local authorities, and which
was introduced in recent years,
and which has, or is in the process
of delivering, in the region of 1,500

houses and
sites in Dublin, Kildare, Louth and
Wicklow in 2020 and 2021; 465

Roscommon nnd ‘Waterford; 480
new homes to be delivered across
six sites in Dublin, Kildare, Sligo
and Wicklow with all sites at the

social housing pilot programme
being delivered by the Nnﬂnnn.l
Development

Government & Heritage and rele-

y phase.
“Approximately 142 individuals
and families in Co Kildare, and
over 1,500 in total across four coun-
ties, will benefit from the latest
social housing Public-Private Part-
nership programme announced

Liffey Chesaplon « 25 June 202z

142 new social homes to
be delivered in Kildare

today,” said Minister OBrien on
Wednesday.

“This Government, through
Housing for All, is committed to
increasing the supply of social
housing to an average of 10,000
social homes per annum between
2022 and 2030.”

On-going work

Work is on-going to progress fur-
ther phases under the programme.
A public-private partnership (PPP)
is an arrangement between a pub-
lic authority and a private partner
designed to deliver a public infra-
structure project or service under
a long-term contract.

“I recently had the pleasure of
seeing first-hand some completed
housing developments in County

Cork which were progressed
panot‘anearlja—phueof the p:
gramme,” said Minister OBrien

“The success of this inftiative
evident from the high qual
houses | visited, which are prov
ing new homes and a fresh start |
individuals and families.”

“The pilot social housing p
gramme was unique in being t
first social housing PPP project
Ireland

“It was also the first time lo
authorities collaborated to deliv
social housing projects and t
first time Europeéan Investme
Bank [inancing has been used ir
social housing PPR” he added,

“It was also the first time
Irish charity sector has be
involved in a PPP consortium.”

CELBRIDGE PAROCHIAL HOUSE TO BE SITE OF NEW THEATRE AND LIBRAR
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Fol]nwl.ng this posltlve

for their work in achieving
this successful outcome for
our

Clir.
engngsd with former Kil-
dare County Council CEO,
Peter Carey, who “coum
that

ity” Cllr Cole-
man said.

Clir Coleman said that he
wanted the space to be an
all facility in

CEO, Sonya
Kavanagh, and Interim
Director of Services, Mar-
ian Higgins, together with
Fr: Joe and members of the
Parish Committee.

“I am delighted that this

to all in KCC and to Fr Joe
and the Parish Committee

a similar vein to other com-
munity facilities in the
county.

“I would love to see some-

the heart of the town, will

Martin
Dunshaugh
Meath last Saturday (18th Jumkﬂwa s

HomoicdbrldgoACeouMnn in the
lin 10km Kia Race Series in

County

and wellbeing of the com-

exciuns time for the

munity in Itural cam-
pus.

“The development and
repurposing of this signifi-

- cant building will fit with

the historic traditions of
the site - as a supporter and
provider of community
strength, compas-
sion and

while hﬁlping to support the
cultural and
reuveaﬂuna.l life of the com-
‘munity”
Welcomed
Cathaoirleach of the Cel-

of Celbridge
a.nd Straffan.

The parish priest also
acknowledged the enor-
mous_coutribution of the
Holy Faith sisters to family
life in the parish over many
decades and stated that he
is delighted their legacy
will live on in the redevel-
oped faith-based facilitx

This lay, religious, and
clerical community, led ini-
tially by Fr Joe, will also be
based in the new Parish
facility, to be known as Ron-
calli House.

In welecoming the Kildare
County Council plans Fr.
Joe expressed his satisfac-
tion that the repurposing of
the former Parochial
House and lands will
ensure continuation of the

come Celbridge didn’t ha
a modern building that o

Libraries,”

“My Motion put €
bridge on the Scheme !
Libraries and Kilde
County Council Libra
Development Plan 2020-;
said the Clir:

“We now have a wond
ful site, a very picturesq
site, one that leads down

most wonderful buildi

| bridge-Leixlip Municipal community strength, one that will serve ma
District, Clir Joe Neville, learning, compassion, and  purposes, one that is U
has welcomed the purchase  culture that was ¢ versally ible to A
of the Parochial and with the Parochial house Clir Cussen said.
Lands, Celbridge by Kil- for circa 200 years.
S Tim Ty daviopmeet  10s’ Opaen wia. clotly, | [ERSEEEEE
ent I ussen was clearly 3
of a Library, Culrural Cen-  delighted  with  the | | DBAth of Patrick
tre and C yameni-  anr t about the | | Kriégel in Leixlip
ties will provide a new use  new civic space, saying: “It 5
for this significant building  is such a wonderful loca- | | From page 1
at the heart of the town tion, we are biessed today"” Mr Kriégel is
while preserving its impor- “This is a most wonderful by his loving wife Gers
tant history and heritage.”  day for Celbridge, a new Aaron, Brun
Cllr Neville continued: state of the art Nathalie, Phillippe, h
“In addition, this accessi- Library/Theatre/Civic family, friends and all «
ble cultural and commu-  Space is now happening,” | | oee who are familic
s e Tl i with the cruel loss b
significantly increase foot-  Cllr Cussen had for- | | gnd Geraldine suffere
fall to the Main Street and  warded a motion in Decem- in May 2018,
will act as a catalyst for ber 2018 to the County One sympathiser, wt
commercial growth in the Council. “That this Munici- i w 1
town.” pal District be given a time- | | pairick's, writing ©
Fr. Joe will remain in the frame and an | | Ripie perhaps summc
parochial house whilst the  implementation process for | | s yp for everyone whe
redevelopment of the for- ensuring that Celbridge writing “When I thin
mer Holy Faith Convent, gets a Civic Space/Library of Patriek today, 1 try T
next to St Patrick’s church thnlwﬂlwveallt.hepeu to think only on tf
on the Main Street takes ple of our Municipal Dis- | | gutnlness that he an
place. frict”, family have had |
Once the former convent “Up to this stage a new endure, but try |
is completed Fr Joe will Library for Celbridge was- remember his sense
move into the new facility. n't on the Agenda” joie ¢
Fr. Joe, who announced “] had been asking how vivre and his infectiol
the news from the altar at  come Celbridge didn’t have conspiratorial
early Mass on Sunday amodern lemrxonelhal - Qu'il repose en patx.”
morning, deseribed itasan  is fully ete. How




