HAMILTON ... in pain

Lew’s car
is killing
his hope

From BEN HUNT in Baku

LEWIS HAMILTON claimed
that his dodgy Mercedes
is “killing” him.

The English driver suf-
fered back pain in his
bouncing car at yester-
day's Azerbaijan Grand
Prix and could miss this
week’s race in Canada.

During the Baku race, in
which Hamilton finished
fourth, he complained on
the radio: “Argh, my back
is killing me.””

He had to be helped out
of his car, which Mer-
cedes chief Toto Wolff
described as a “s***box”
after the race.

Hamilton said: “That
was the most painful race
I've experienced. There
were a lot of moments
where | didn't know if |
was going to make it to
the end.

“0Or whether | was going
to keep the car on track
as at high speed | nearly
lost it several times. The
battle with the car was
intense,

“The thing was bounc-
ing so much, there were
s0 many times | was
nearly going into the wall,
that was a concern safety-
wise — 180mph smashing
into the wall.

“l don’t think I've ever
really had to think about
that as a racing driver,
keeping it out of the wall

at that high speed, very

strange experience.

“The only thing was bit-
ing down my teeth with
pain and just adrenalin.

“You are just praying
for it to end.”

When quizzed if he was |}

worried whether Hamilton
would be able to race in
Montreal, Wolff said:
“Yeah, definitely. You can
see that it is not muscu-
lar, it goes properly deep
into the spine and there
are some consequences.

“The solution could be
to have someone on
reserve, which we do at
any race.”
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FERRARI are doing their best
to stuff up this Formula One
championship after a double
flop handed victory to Red
Bull's Max Verstappen.

Let us take nothing away from

Verstappen's win, which moved
him 21 points clear of his team-
mate Sergio Perez, who was
second in Azerbaijan.

But it is the Italian team's implosion

— coming after such a strong start to
the campaign where they have 1131
duced the quickest car on the g -
that is the talking point.

If there is one thing we have learned

from Fl's most famous team, it is that
they know how to royally balls things
up.

And that was the case here as

drivers Charles Leclerc and Carlos
Sainz both failed to finish due to
reliability issues.

They are without a title victory since

2008 but they are the undisputed
champions of shooting themselves in
the foot.

The saddest thing, of course, is that

they are denying Leclerc his chance of
fighting Verstappen for the title.

And with it the prospect of some

thrilling racing.

‘We had a taste of it in Bahrain and

Saudi Arabia, where he and Verstap-

pen went wheel to wheel, but
since then it has been all

Red Bull with an
engine issue in

. 4-..!-“.““5 by 34 points in the on it because
t c
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we didn't have particularly big prob-

1.—.03 umz lems in the first part of the season.
—.—:5 & “Now, it uw.ﬂu%h cunmu !nw rlcummbu a E“

more compa: to the be ing of

&= the season, when we didn't chan
anything. If anything, we made e

2 thing better.
Barcelona and a pit-stop cock-up to “So it's difficult to understand for
dash Leclerc’s chances of victory. now, but we will have to analyse
He had taken pole the previous day obviously. I don't have the full picture
— his fourth in a row — with a scintil- of what happened.

lating lap that showed his car had the “It hurts. We really need to look
pace advantage. into it for that to not happen again.

But on lap 20 there was a pop, a “I can't 3-:« find the t words to
0of of blue smoke from the rear of describe it. It's very, very disap-

u have to prevent these issues from
appening.”

erstappen (below) has won five of
the eight races this year but only had
one pole position to Leclerc’s six.

And the world champion considers
his Red Bull's lack of pace to be his
main weakness.

He added: "Each weekend is a bit
different but we know with the car
performance on Saturday we are mnot
as uMEnw as Ferrari.

“Maybe it helps us on a race day but
I also want a bit more performance
from myself on a Saturday.”

s Ferrari and his engine was done pointing.” pr— rge Russell was third for
and so was his race. 4 Meanwhile, Verstappen Mercedes as he capitalised
His team-mate Sainz had retired just could not care less about the double Ferrari
a handful of laps uE..rE. with the team hjs rivals’ woes and ;‘ team-mate
suspecting a hydraulic failure. said as much in the Lewis Hamilton followed
But it was not just the works' team post-race press confer- behind in fourth.

who appeared to struggle. ence.
Alfa Romeo’s Zhou Guanyu retired “S*™'t happens”
from tenth place on lap 22 and he too gajd before
was using Ferrari’s engine. warned about
So too wnniu Magnussen, who pulled gwearing.
over on lap 33 in Haas as only two “It happened to me,
of the six Ferrari-powered cars fin- happened to many
ished the race. : people in the past and
Ferrari boss Mattia Binotto was unfortunately it's hap-
already dressed in his travel kit when pening to Charles now.
he completed his media duties — his “If T would be in the
team having a full two-hour head start game situation I would also
to pack up for the next race in be disappointed, I think that's
Montreal. very normal but it's about how you
He said: “We are not going to come out of it
dramatise. We must understand the “You always look at how to improve
problems and try to solve them. things and that's what we did as well
‘We will be even stronger in the at the beginning of the season.
future. It takes patience sometimes. It “You learn from it, you don't like it,
can turn.” u are an, but u turn it
Maybe not the words Leclerc needed ﬁ:nn. it o
to hear after his second engine failure “You always
in three races which means he trails have to stay

i

mpionship. ething
He said: “We've "o_.-unu might
been fast and happen and

Russell said: “We
picked up on Ferrari's
misfortune.

“As a team, we take
that as a positive. We
know we aren't quick
enough and we've wa‘ a

ring

. ‘ E:N!uw?.nuwo
.. performance.
\o“, “We're experimenting
3 and trying things. A one
week turnaround to Montreal
will be tough to find the solution
but hopefully we'll get there soon.”
Hamilton, however, hinted that his
team could be forced to re-examine
the design of their car due to the
back-breaking bouncing he is experi-
encing.
e added: “There is so much

potential in this car, we just can't
unlock it at all until we stop this
bouncing.

“But we have a much different
looking car to everyone else and
we need to see if that's right or
wrong.”
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BAKU IN BUSINESS . ..
Baku in his Red Bull after Ferrari's Charles
Leclerc (above) suffered engine failure

Verstappen wins in

AZERBAIJAN

GRAND PRIX RESULT

BN X MaxVerstappen  1:34:05.941
+20.823s
+15.995s
+71.679s

R Pierre Gasly +77.299s

A Sebastian Vettel +84.099s

A £ Fernando Alonso +88.5965

I3 Y Daniel Ricciardo +92.2075

B Y LandoNomis +92.5565

T £E Esteban Ocon +108.184s

XN i1 Valtteri Bottas +1lap

EE1'" " Alexander Albon +1lap

EEXSE.Y Yuki Tsuonda +1la

[ 14 [L// Mick Schumacher _ +1lap |

EH' " Nicholas Latifi +1lap

* FASTESTLAP

DID NOT FINISH
Lance Stroll
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Rams rushed

ALLTHE DEALS

Guendouazi
fires Sal-vo

By MARK IRWIN

MATTEO GUENDOUZI is still

causing trouble for Mikel

Arteta by vowing to . . J

persuade William Saliba ﬂ f

not to return to Arsenal. \ Alber
The feisty French ' Eats '

midfielder (right) has = .
been at war with b~

Gunners boss Arteta —
since he was banished from his >
first-team squad two years ago. .= -=

Now Arsenal have sold him to  jp” ’
Marseille for £9million. ’ (]

—

But Guendouzi is in no rush ) 4
to forgive and urged pal Saliba,
on loan at Marseille last season -
and yet to play for Arsenal
after his £27m signing in 2019,
to cut all ties with Arteta. }
The Gunners want the defender, :
21, back in London. i
Guendouzi, 23, said: “I am -y
illiam Saliba will return "

to Marseille. [ am going to keep <.
pushing so that he stays.” :

PARIS SAINT-GERMAIN are set to announce the
departure of boss Maurico Pochettino this week.

The former Spurs manager’'s exit comes after
axed sporting director L do was replaced by
Luls Campos on Saturday.

ANDREA PIRLO has returned to management
with Turkish Super Lig club Fatih Karsgumruk.
The ex-Italy playmaker, 43, signed a one-year
deal after vmmun out of work since being sacked
by Juventus last summer.
Fatih Karagumruk finished eighth last season.

ON BRINK

From Back Page Portugal on Saturday to
two against them in the hold crunch talks to get

Champions League quarter-
finals In April.

The Uruguay ace will fly
into Merseyside to finalise
the deal — which could
reach a total of £85.3m
if all the add-ons are hit
— after being granted
an early exit from
International duty.

Nunez's desire to join
the Reds helped the
negotiations as he turned
down approaches from
Manchester United and
Newcastle.

Reds sporting director
Julian Ward flew out to

the deal over the line.
Nunez scored 34 goals
in all competitions last
28 Basfica Sulalisd
third in the Portuguese
league and lost in the

Champions League last
eight to Liverpool.

Kiopp wanis Nunez to
replace Bayern Munich-
bound forward Sadio
Mane, 30, who has just
one year left on his deal.

The Reds recently turned
down Bayern's second bid
of £30m, viewing the
inclusion of £6.5m in add-
ons as unrealistic.



