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By PAT POWER

ADRIAN MERONK made history
in Ireland — and admitted there
was no place he would have
preferred to do i,

Meronk yesterday triumphed at the
Horizon Irish. Open at Mount Juliet,
becoming the first Polish golfer to
win an event on the European Tour.

He ; °I love it. T love it. I'm not
stopp Im gonna keep going for-
ward it's just another step for

me. I'm super excited to win here in
Ireland, such a great history. I can't
describe it."

Meronk birdied the 15th and 16th
and then holed from 25 feet on 1he
par-five 17th for am eagle, as
carded a closing 66 to finish 20
under par in Kilkenny, three shots
clear of New Zealand’s Ryan Fox.

South Africa’s Thriston Lawrence
finished third on 16 under.

Scotlands David Law, American
John Catlin and Paraguays Fabrizio
Zanotti shared fourth on 15 under to
claim the three places on offer at
The Open at St Andrews, which
starts in ten days’ time.

Meronk — who had recorded three
top-three finishes in last six starts —
added: “It's such a relief, to be
honest,

“I've been coming quite close a
couple of times this year and to
finally open the door is just a dream
come true. That's why we practise
every day and I'm saper happy.”

Asked about being a role model to
a generation of Polish players, Mer-
onk, 29, told = Sky Sports: “I was
'nld;.,l]’llllg, this picture yesterday, what
it might look like and it looked
exactly how I imagined it and it was
an unhelievahle feeling.

“To' hit such ‘a good shot on the
last hole, T'm super proud of myself
and my caddie.”

Fox had earlier set the clubhouse
target after a closing 64, the in-form
Kiwi following four birdies on the
back nine with an eagle on the 17th
to briefly enjoy a two-shot lead, only
to bogey the last after firing * his
appr oach over the green.

< snd “The shot om 18 was
much the only bad shot I hit
Happened to be in between
clubs, went for a draw and pulled it
a little bit,

“It's been a weird week, really —
shot 64 in the first round, didn't miss
a shot, and then the same today with
a little bit of scrappiness in the mid-
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Meronk toasts i
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dle. T got off to a little bit of a slow
start today, made a couple of nice
birdies on four and five and then got
hot with the putter on the back
nine.

Offaly’s Shane Lowry — who birdied
the last four holes on Friday to make
the cut with a shot to spare — carded
w eokond rounds of 68 and 67 to fin-

sh in a tie for ninth.

Three-time Major winner and new-
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B and entolirape celebrate

ly-crowned US Senior Open cham-
?mn Pédraig Harrington began his
inal round with five straight birdies
and went to the turn in 30.

But he took seven on the tenth and
eventually signed for a 69 to finish
joint 30th in a group of seven, which
also included Séamus Power.

Power finished with a 68 while
Niall Kearney carded a 70 to finish
on four under and tied for 58th.

GULP IN CLASS ...
Meronk gets his drink
on after winning
at Mount Juliet

crowd after
finishing his
round

Casgym IS ’
latest LIV
defector

By WILL PUGH

PAUL CASEY has joined
the rebel LIV Golf tour
-—  despite previously
declaring he would bhe a
“hypocrite” if he played
the Saudi International.

Former Unicef ambassa-
dor Casey, 44, is due fto
tee up at the third Saudi-
backed LIV event at Trump
Mational Bedminster in
New Jersey on July 29.

The Englishman’s deci-
sion is at odds with his
previous stance, when he
refused to play the Euro-‘
pean Tour's Saudi Interna-
tional over concerns about
the country’s human _
rights record. &

In March 2019, Casey
said: “k  just didn’t sﬂ‘
well with me.

“Ive mnot talked too
much about it — but cer-
tainly signing a deal amd
being paid to be down
there, | would be a hype-
erite if | did that.”

But world No26 Casey,
wio has mot played since
March due %o a back
imjury, now claims he is

“excited” by the team-
bhased LIV series.
He said: “Fm looking

forward fto {the team
element. Golf can very
much be a team sport. I'm
excited about it.”

Casey began his
turncoat jouwrmey in 2021
having played the last two
Saudi Internationals —
which is mow part of the
Asian Tour. He said in
Movember 2020: “I wasn't
comfortable going in the‘
past but 1 have always
been open-minded and
willing to learn.”

He will join former&
Ryder Cup team-mates
Graeme McDowell, Lee
Westwood, Garcla and
lan Poulter on the comtio-
versial LIV Tour and will
be part of the Crushers
GC team, captained by
Bryson DeChambean.

It was claimed last weel
Garcia “disgusted” fellow
pros, shouting at DP
World Tour players: “This
Tour is s***, you're all
*eod and should've taken
the Saudi momey.”
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